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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Design Conference highlights engineering program 
Students in GVSU's Seymour and Esther Padnos School of Engineering 
showed off their talents at the annual Engineering Design Conference on 
August 1 at the Keller Engineering Lab Building . 
With a combined materials value of more than $150 ,000 , the 13 projects 
displayed were designed and built to address actual problems and needs 
of area companies. The conference celebrated the successful completion 
of the Capstone Design Program , in which teams of senior engineering 
students solve design problems sponsored by participating industries. 
The projects take two semesters to complete, then the companies who 
participated have an actual working design. The costs to the sponsoring 
industries are materials and a small project fee. Students are not paid for 
their work, but instead gain college credit and valuable real-life working 
experience. 
"They gain a lot of experience that there 's no way you can teach in the 
classroom," said Jeff Ray, associate professor of engineering and 
Engineering Design Center coordinator. 
The projects on display include: 
• Developing an oil detection and containment system for Dana -
Perfect Circle Division; 
• Designing a 3-axis Helmholtz coil for product testing at L3 
Communications Avionics Systems; 
• Helping Innotec to expand its product line by designing and building 
an automated fabric press; 
• Building and programming of an automated Analog Processing Unit 
(APU) test station for Smiths Aerospace; 
• Engineering of a handheld testing device for measuring the pullout 
Across Campus 
Lubberts appointed to 
lead Institutional 
Marketing 
Rhonda Lubberts has spent the last year and a 
half as the interim assistant vice president for 
Institutional Marketing, spearheading Grand 
Valley 's efforts to integrate the university 's 
marketing. Her efforts have landed her the job 
permanent] y. 
decided we had 
the best candidate 
right here already," 
Oldt said. "We 
asked Rhonda to 
take the position 
permanently and 
lead us through the 
new marketing 
plan we're devel-
oping." 
Many in the cam-
Photo by Heidi Noorman 
Engineering students display their projects during the Design 
Conference on August 1 at the Keller Engineering Lab Building. 
force of automotive dashmat grommets for Cascade Engineering . 
The day ended in the Order of the Engineer ceremony, which is a 
special commencement ritual for engineering students. The graduates 
earn their degrees later in the year than the traditional spring ceremony 
because they must complete a year-long co-op experience. In the cere-
mony, each student receives an iron ring, placed on the little finger of 
the working hand , which symbolizes bridging the step between training 
and experience. The practice started in Canada and is firmly established 
in the U.S. 
···--------------------------
Rhonda Lubberts 
reviewing research and discussing the market-
ing messages that will be the cornerstone of 
new marketing campaigns . 
"The university as a whole has been very 
supportive of the marketing effort and I'm 
grateful for the opportunity to continue work-
ing with the marketing teams to implement the 
integrated marketing plan," Lubberts said. 
Pat Oldt, vice president for Planning and Equity 
said a national search put 70 applicants before 
the search committee, and none seemed to fit 
the position as well as Lubberts. "After going 
through the process of a national search, we 
pus community have been involved with the 
marketing efforts led by consultant 
Christopher Simpson along with Lubberts . 
There are several committees that have been 
Institutional Marketing oversees Grand 
Valley's market research, recruitment and 
publications, advertising, branding and 
identity, Web design and development. 
Lubberts will hire a marketing director to 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
assist her in implementing the integrated marketing program and to coor-
dinate the university 's advertising. 
"Now that the integrated marketing plan has been developed, our chal-
lenge is to take the marketing messages and incorporate them into our 
newsletters, speeches, Web pages and brochures, so we're all telling the 
same great story about Grand Valley," Lubberts said. 
Reifel earned master's and doctorate degrees from Michigan State 
University. His research interests are urban economics and public finance; 
a recent project focused on housing prices discrepancies for black and 
white buyers. Reifel has worked as a consultant for the U.S . Department 
of Housing and Urban Development. In 1997, he earned SSB 's 
Outstanding Teacher Award, as voted by his colleagues . Reifel joined 
Grand Valley's faculty in 1971. 
Michigan's first family sports GVSU 
Lubberts came to Grand Valley in January 2001 as the marketing and 
creative services manager, in what was then known as University 
Communications. She was appointed the interim assistant vice president 
for Institutional Marketing when that department was created in March 
2002. Prior to joining Grand Valley, Lubberts was an account executive 
for a marketing and communications firm in Grand Rapids. 
Reifel named 
interim dean of business school 
Longtime Grand Valley economics professor John Reifel has been named 
interim dean of the Seidman School of Business . 
Photo courtesy of Mackinac Island 
Town Crier 
Grand ~Hey ge~ more 
statewide exposure as Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm and her 
husband, Dan Mulhern, 
cruise on a tandem bicycle 
around Mackinac Island. 
He assumes the position for the upcoming aca-
demic year during the search for a permanent 
dean. David Mielke resigned as dean in July to 
pursue research projects and return to a position 
on the SSB faculty . AWRI offers fall internship 
Provost Gayle Davis said, "Dr. Reifel will be an 
excellent interim dean and a person who can 
draw on his rapport with the faculty and staff, 
knowledge of the school, and long-standing repu-
tation as a respected Seidman faculty member to 
take us productively through the corning year." 
The Annis Water Resources Institute is offering a competitive fall 
semester internship made possible by a gift from Herbert L. VanderMey. 
John Reifel 
The internship will be awarded to a Grand Valley student majoring in the 
sciences, including engineering, computer, health , natural resource manage-
ment, or physical sciences. The intern will be expected to average 14 hours 
on A WRI projects for 16 weeks during the semester. The stipend is $1,500. 
After receiving a bachelor 's degree from the University of Notre Dame, continued on page 3 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o 
forum @gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 6 16-33 1-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu .edu/online/forum/form .html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmati ve 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's dai ly online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
···-------------------------
GVFaces 
Bennie Beretta, library clerk 
After years of focusing on her family, Bennie 
Beretta is looking closer at herself. 
Beretta works part-time as a library clerk and is also 
a McNair scholar scheduled to graduate in April. 
Through Grand Valley's TRIO program, McNair 
scholars are often the first in their families to attend 
college and come from backgrounds under-repre-
sented at the doctoral level. 
One of the few communications majors accepted 
into McNair, Beretta 's summer research project 
tied photography and text together to look back at 
her life in New York City. Born in Puerto Rico , 
Beretta moved to New York with her family when 
she was a baby. 
She gave a presentation, "A Nuyorican Looks Back: 
Reflections in Words and Images ," at the Yale Latin 
American Summer Institute in New Haven and at 
the national McNair Scholars Conference at Penn 
State University. 
In her paper, Beretta detailed the discrimination and 
hatred toward minorities during the 1950s and '60s 
in New York. 
"I was a young Hispanic woman trying to see where 
I would fit in. I wanted to be beautiful in the eyes of 
modem America. I didn't 
want to be Hispanic ," 
she wrote. 
Beretta, who started 
working at Grand Valley 
in 1997 , said while her 
presentation was highly 
personal, the goals 
behind it are to show 
how struggles with fam-
ily and self-esteem are 
universal. Bennie Beretta 
"We all come from different backgrounds, but have 
shared, similar experiences," she said. "Maybe this 
will inspire others to look back at their lives. After 
50 years , I'm rediscovering myself." 
Beretta plans to apply to graduate schools next 
year and said she hopes someday to teach college 
students. 
GV Faces 
Help us tell the interesting stories behind Grand 
Valley by nominating someone for a profile. 
E-mail the Forum, forum@gvsu.edu, with names 
and contact information. 
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continued from page 2 
Meadows golf tournaments 
Applicants are asked to complete an application, include a resume and 
write an essay. They will be judged on past academic performance with 
emphasis on improvement, genuine interest in the environment and the 
preservation of natural resources , and potential to contribute to AWRI 
projects . 
Deadline for applications is Friday, August 15. For more information 
contact AWRI at xl3749. 
New faculty/staff ID cards 
ready to be issued 
Human Resources has designated days for faculty and staff members to 
update their ID cards. Photos will be taken and cards issued in the Human 
Resources office, 140 LMH, on the following days: 
• Wednesday, August 27, 
9-11 a.m. 
• Thursday, August 28 , 
1 :30-3:30 p .m. 
• Tuesday, September 2, 
1:30-3:30 p.m. 
• Thursday, September 4 , 
9-11 a.m. 
Photo courtesy of Holland 
Sentinel 
Grand Valley sophomore 
Kyle Murphy, right, and 
Dave VanderWilk hold 
trophies from the first 
Ottawa County Amateur, 
a 36-hole, rain-shortened 
tournament held August 
2 and 3 at the Meadows. 
~ Murphy finished 2-under 
to win the overall title; 
VanderWilk won the sen-
ior division. 
Those who work at the Pew Campus, including the Cook-De Vos Center 
for Health Sciences, can update their ID cards at the Student Assistance 
Center in the De Vos Center. 
ID cards are needed to use the Fieldhouse facilities, ride the GVSU 
Campus Connector and take advantage of various discounts offered to 
faculty and staff members. 
Photo by Heidi Noorman 
Tony the Tiger stands with participants in the third annual 
Michigan Minority Business Development Council West Michigan 
Golf Outing, held August 4 at the Meadows. From left are 
Delbert Gray, MMBDC president and CEO; Ester Burns, senior 
buyer, Purchasing Office, and event chairwoman; and Tim Schad, 
vice president for Finance and Administration. 
What's Ahead 
Students, alumni stage 
benefit play 
A group of Grand Valley students and alumni 
have combined their talents to produce the play 
Marvin s Room as a benefit for Gilda's Club 
Grand Rapids . 
Marvin's Room, directed by Trinity Bird, can be 
seen August 14, 15 and 16 at 8 p.m. and August 
17 at 2 p.m. All performances are at the Weston 
Theatre, 10 Weston St. SE in Grand Rapids . 
Tickets are $15 for adults and $10 for seniors 
and students. Reservations are available by call-
ing xl2149. 
Written by Scott MacPherson, Marvin s Room is 
a hilarious account of one woman's commitment 
to loving others first, and her belief that giving 
such love has made her life unbelievably rich, 
even as she faces her own death. 
The cast features GVSU alumni and adjunct fac-
ulty member Katherine Mayberry as Bessie, sen-
ior theater major Heather Hartnett as Lee, alum-
na Tamira Henry as Aunt Ruth, sophomore the-
ater major Mike Empson as Bob, alumna Rachel 
Roos as Dr. Charlotte and alumnus Brian 
Quakenbush as Marvin . 
Proceeds from this production will benefit 
Gilda's Club Grand Rapids , a Grand Rapids 
cancer resource and support center. 
···-------------------------
A talkback will be held with the cast and crew 
following each performance. The play does con-
tain some adult language. 
Welcome Back Event 
planned for CHS building 
Faculty and staff can enjoy food, drinks and 
music while touring the new Cook-De Vos 
Center for Health Sciences during the annual 
Welcome Back Event. 
The event is scheduled for Thursday, August 21, 
from 5-8 p.m. at the Center for Health Sciences, 
located at Michigan and Lafayette streets. 
No parking will be available at CHS. A shuttle 
bus will run between the De Vos Center and CHS 
beginning at 4:30 p.m. The deadline for reserva-
tions is today; RSVP as soon as possible by 
sending an e-mail to Teri Losey at 
loseyt@gvsu.edu. 
Opening convocation kicks 
off new academic year 
Fall semester's opening convocation is planned 
for Friday, August 22, at 10:30 a.m. in the 
Fieldhouse arena. 
President Mark A. Murray will be the keynote 
speaker. Other addresses are expected from the 
new chairwoman of the Faculty Senate, Jean 
Nagelkerk, and president of the Student Senate, 
Rachael Voorhees. 
Faculty and staff members who plan to process 
should meet in the north atrium area of Henry 
Hall before 10: 15 a.m. 
An all-campus picnic follows convocation in the 
Cook Carillon Tower plaza. Food will be served 
from 12 noon-1:30 p.m. 
'Set Sail for Engineering' 
at the Art Gallery 
An exhibit featuring the 
nautical work of engineer-
ing students can be viewed 
at the Art Gallery begin-
ning Friday, August 22. 
"Set Sail for Engineering: 
The Wooden Shoe 
Regatta" features wood-
en sailboats created by 
students as part of an 
annual Padnos 
School of 
Engineering tradition. 
About 30 of the boats will be 
on display at the Art Gallery through September 
19. An opening reception is planned for August 
28, from 5-7 p.m . 
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Faculty and Staff Sketches 
In the News 
Been interviewed by a reporter? E-mail a 
"Sketch " to the Forum,forum@gvsu.edu. 
Kate Remlinger, associate professor of English, 
was interviewed by the Associated Press about 
her participation in the Adopt-A-Beach Program 
on Spring Lake, in association with the Lake 
Michigan Federation. 
Veta Tucker, associate professor of English, was 
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press, and 
several radio stations about the Amistad 
Freedom schooner's visit to West Michigan. 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies, was interviewed 
by WGVU Radio, WOOD-AM and WZZM 
Channel 13 during the Declaration of 
Independence viewing at the Allendale Campus. 
Douglas Chung, professor of social work, was 
interviewed by WGVU Radio about his role in 
the Asian Center. 
Dan Balfour, director of the School of Public 
and Nonprofit Administration, was interviewed 
by WXMI Channel 17 about a proposed referen-
dum aimed at prohibiting Michigan universities 
from including race as a factor in admission 
decisions. 
Larry Fegel, affiliate geology faculty member, 
was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Press 
about the second Water Festival at the Outdoor 
Discovery Center in Holland . 
Diana Pace, associate dean of students, was 
interviewed by the Chicago Tribune about how 
people can improve their work environments. 
Linda Yuhas, director of Compensation and 
Employment Services, was interviewed by HR 
on Campus, a national human resources publica-
tion, on the salary equity study for faculty and 
administrative/professional staff. 
Sketches 
Deanna Morse, professor of communications, 
served on the Multidisciplinary Grants Panel of 
the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural 
Affairs in Lansing. 
John Weber, associate professor of geology, 
received a Petroleum Research Fund, American 
Chemical Society grant for his sabbatical 
research project "Active Deformation and 
Seismic Risk in Slovenia from Global 
Positioning Measurements." He also taught at 
the Southern Illinois University field camp this 
summer in Montana before leaving for a year-in-
residence at the University of Ljubljana. 
Xandra Xu, associate professor of psychology, 
and Min Qi, associate professor of chemistry, 
co-authored an article, titled "The Role of 
Telencephalic NMDA Receptors in Avoidance 
Leaming in Goldfish (Carassius auratus)," which 
appeared in the journal Behavioral 
Neuroscience. The research was supported by a 
GVSU grant-in-aid and the TRIO program. 
Bopi Biddanda, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute , wrote an article, titled 
"Decoupling between Bacteria and the Surf-
Zone Diatom Asterionellopsis Glacialis at 
Cassino Beach, Brazil," which was published in 
Aquatic Microbial Ecology. 
Kate Remlinger, associate professor of English, 
presented a paper, titled "Performance of 
Masculinities and Male Identities in University 
Student Discourse ," at the International 
Pragmatics Association at the University of 
Toronto. She also presented a poster titled, 
"Newfies, Yoopers, Cajuns, and Hillbillies: 
--------------------------··· 
Authentic Locals, Ideal Speakers, and Gender," 
at the Linguistic Society of America's Summer 
Institute at Michigan State University. 
Eric Klingensmith, post-doctoral fellow at the 
Counseling and Career Development Center, 
was named American Red Cross of Ottawa 
County Volunteer of the Year 2003 at the annual 
Volunteer Recognition Luncheon. 
Rick Albrecht, associate professor of movement 
science, wrote four encyclopedia entries to be 
published in the Encyclopedia of International 
Sports Studies . 
Tari Mattox , adjunct professor of geology, co-
authored two papers, "The First Two Decades of 
the Puu Oo-Kupaianaha Eruption: Chronology 
and Selected Bibliography," and "Hawaiian 
Lava-Flow Dynamics During the Puu Oo-
Kupaianaha Eruption: A Tale of Two Decades ," 
published in the U.S. Geological Survey 
Professional Paper 1676. Mattox was also an 
invited speaker at the international Cities on 
Volcanoes 3 Conference in Hilo, Hawaii. 
Walter Moore, Jr., assistant director of the 
Athletics Advising Center, graduated from the 
NCAA Leadership Institute for Ethnic Minority 
Males, a 12-month program with the mission of 
preparing diverse leaders for a dynamic athletics 
community. 
For the 11th straight year, Kent Fisher, associ-
ate director of Alumni Relations, served as pro-
ducer and master of ceremonies of the National 
Memorial Service during the 2003 Grand Haven 
Coast Guard Festival. 
Janet Vail, associate professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, wrote an article , titled 
"Volunteer Monitoring: E. coli and Fecal 
Coliform Bacteria," in LakeLine , the journal of 
the North American Lake Management Society. 
